
West Virginia Network of Ethics Committees Newsletter Articles 

Advance Care Planning 
Advance Care Planning: The Latest Concept in End-of-Life Decision Making (1995) 4(3) p. 1 

Advance Care Planning: Physicians Need to be Involved (1995) 4(4) p. 3, 4 

A Vision for Advance Care Planning (Fall 2006, p. 4-5, 7) 

Educating the Public and Dispelling the Myths about Advance Care Planning (Summer 2008, p. 3, 6) 

Systems Approach to Advance Care Planning (2005) 14(1) p. 1, 2  

 

 

Advance Directives 
Advantages of the POST Form over the Living Will (2004) 13(2) p. 2 

Conflicts Between Advance Directives (2000) 9(3) p. 8, 9 

Executing a Living Will and MPOA (2000) 9(3) p. 4, 7 

Failure of Advance Directives and the Promise of Facilitate Advance Care Planning (Summer 2008, p. 1, 2, 6) 

Mature Minors and Advance Care Planning (2000) 9(4) p.1, 3 

POST Brochure for Patients, Families, and the General Public (2002) 11(4) p. 1 

POST Form Undergoing Revision (2004) 13(3) p. 1, 2 

POST Program Update: Statement on the Fiscal Impact of the POLST Paradigm (Summer 2010, p. 1-2) 

Research Identifies POST Program as a Significant Advance over Advance Directives and DNR Orders  

(Summer 2010, p .3, 5) 

Resolving Apparent Conflict between a Living Will and POST Form: The Ethics Committee to the Rescue (Spring 2010, p.  

 1-3, 6) 

The Case for Removing the Antibiotics Section from the POST Form (Winter 2009, p. 5) 

The New WV Health Care Decisions Act (2000) 9(3) p. 1, 10 

The POST Form (2001) 10(2-3) p. 9 

 

Anencephaly and Baby K 
Baby K Revisited (1995) 4(1) p. 6 

The Case of Baby K: A Physician Perspective (1993) 2(3) p. 5, 6 

The Latest “Hot” Ethics Case: The Case of Baby K (1993) 2(3) p. 4 

The Medical and Legal Lessons from the Case of Baby K (1994) 3(2) p. 4, 5 

 

Artificial Feeding 
“Comfort Feeding Only,” A New Way to Reframe Discussions of Eating Problems in Patients with Advanced Dementia  

 (Summer 2010 p. 4, 5) 

Feeding Tube Insertion in Patients with Advanced Dementia: WV Hospitals Perform Better than National Average (Spring  

 2010, p. 4, 6) 

Hard Choices For Loving People: Artificial Feeding and the Elderly Patient (1997) 6(1) p. 1, 6 

 

Brain Death 
The Brain Dead Patient Whose Spouse Refused to Consent to Discontinuation of Mechanical Ventilation (1996)5(2) p. 3 

Uniform Determination of Death Act (1998) 7(2) p. 5 

 

Child Abuse 
Case Study: Responding to the Moral Demands of Child Abuse (1995) 4(1) p. 4, 5 

 

Communication Issues 
Communication and Palliative Care in the Intensive Care Unit (2005) 14(3) p. 5 

Patient-Centered Communication for Health Care Professionals (2002) 11(2&3) p. 4, 5 

Respecting Choices Training Prepares Facilitators to Conduct Structured End-of-Life Discussions with Patients and Families 

(Winter 2011, p. 3-4) 

The Central Role of Effective Communication (Summer 2010, p. 5) 

“Well, I’m Her Power of Attorney!” (Winter 2010, p. 3, 6) 

Why Do We See Families as Problems (Winter 2006, p. 1, 5) 

 

CPR 
“I just want a little CPR.” (Winter 2011, p. 6) 

Is There a Right to CPR? (1995) 4(2) p. 2 

Outcomes of CPR in Nursing Home Patients (1995) 4(3) p. 5 



Partial Codes (2001) 10(1) p. 1, 3 

Update on CPR: Medical, Ethical, and Legal Issues (Fall 2006, p. 1-3) 

Update on Outcomes of CPR in Nursing Home Patients (2001) 10(1) p. 4, 5 

 

Decision-Making Capacity 
Challenges in Assessing Decision-Making Capacity (Summer 2010, p. 1-4) 

Decision-Making Capacity: An Important Ethical and Legal Concept (2000) 9(2) p. 1, 2 

Ethics Consultations: From Theory to Practice (1992) 1(1) p. 2, 3 

Flow Diagram for Decision-Making for Incapacitated Patients Revised (2004) 13(1) p. 4 

Health Care Decision Making for Adult Patients (2000) 9(3) p. 2 

Health Care Decision Making for the Incapacitated Patient (1993) 2(2) p. 1, 2, 7 

Is Incapacity a Permanent Thing? (2000) 9(2) p. 3, 4 

Treating the Refusing Patient with a Psychiatric Disorder (2000) 9(2) p. 3, 4 

 

 

Disability 
A Perspective from the Disability Community: Principles for Protecting the Lives of Vulnerable People (Winter 2007, p. 2-5) 

Quadriplegia and the Quality of Life: Ethical Concerns (Summer 2009, p. 1, 2) 

Ethical and Legal Issues in the Care of Persons with Disabilities Conference (Winter 2007, p. 1, 7) 

Health Care, Trust and Disability (Summer 2006, p. 3) 

Invisible Disability (Summer 2006, p. 7) 

 

DNR 
Around the Network by Marybeth Vallance (1998) 7(4) p. 6 

DNR From a Medical Resident’s Perspective (1999) 8(3) p. 4 

DNR From a Nursing Perspective (1999) 8(3) p. 4 

New Law Provides for Out-of-Hospital DNR Orders (1993) 2(2) p. 5, 6 

Reviewing the West Virginia Do Not Resuscitate Act (1997) 6(3) p. 4 

 

Domestic Violence 
When Your Patient Has Been Battered: Meeting the Ethical Challenges of Domestic Violence (1995) 4(1) p. 1, 3 

 

End-of-Life Care 
Communication of the Dying (2005) 14(2) p. 7, 8 

Ethical Policy on End-of-Life Care Revised by the American College of Healthcare Executives (2004) 14(2) p. 5, 6 

Health Care Authority Data Shows Improvement in End-of-Life Care (Winter 2006, p. 4) 

High School Students Write about End-of-Life Care (2001) 10(203) p. 5 

Holy Ground in End-of-Life Care (Winter 2010, p. 4-5) 

Medical “Immortality” (2004) 13(1) p. 3, 5 

Past, Present, and Future of End-of-Life Care (2004) 13(4) p. 7, 8 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Funds the WVI to Improve End-of-Life Care (1999) 8(1) p. 7, 8 

West Virginia’s End-of-Life Care Report Card (2002) 11(4) p. 3 

 

Ethical Issues 
Discharge Planning for Patients with No Insurance But Who Need Rehabilitation: What Should Be Done? (Winter 2011, p. 

1-2, 5) 

Disposition for the Ventilator-Dependent Patient in WV: There is No Easy Solution! (Summer 2007, p. 2, 3, 7) 

Network Survey Identifies Major Ethical Issues in Patient Care in West Virginia (1995) 4(2) p. 3 

Understanding the Case of Terry Chiavo: An Ethics Consultation Approach (2005) 14(1) p. 2 , 3, 7 

The MRSA-Infected Couple in the Nursing Home (Winter 2009, p. 2-3) 

The Patient Refused to Be Discharged: What Should Be Done? (Fall 2008, p. 1-2,5) 

What Should Be Done When the Safety of Staff is Threatened? (Spring 2009, p. 2,5) 

 

Ethics Committee 
Ethics Consultant Know Thyself: Ethics Program Development at CAMC (Spring 2009, p. 1, 4) 

Survey of West Virginia Health Care Institutions (1997) 6(4) p. 1, 6 

The Needs of West Virginia Ethics Committees (2001) 13(1) p. 1-3 

 

Ethics Consultation 
2011 WVNEC Symposium the Most Successful Ever! (Summer 2011, p. 4) 



Article Describes The Realities of Ethics Consultation (1992) 1(2) p. 6, 8 

Case Commentary – When an Ethics Consult Crosses Institutional Borders (1997) 6(4) p. 2, 3 

Character Is Important for An Ethics Consultant (1998) 7(4) p. 5 

Clinical Ethics Consultation Certification for Your Ethics Committee Members: Is It Time? (Summer 2009, p. 3) 

Clinical Ethics in the 21st Century: Why Do We See Families as Problems? (Winter 2006, p. 1, 5) 

Conference Provides Insight Into The Future of Ethics Consultation (1993) 2(3) p. 8, 9 

Ethics Consultation: Is it Enough to Mean Well? (Summer 2007, p. 1, 5, 6, 7) 

Getting Organized as an Ethics Committee (Fall 2006, p. 6-7) 

Moral Distress: An Increasingly Common Emotion of Ethics and Palliative Consultants (Winter 2010, p. 1-2, 5) 

Reflection on Building Trust During Ethics Consults (1999) 8(1) p. 6 

Resolving Family Disputes (1993) 2(2) p. 3, 4 

Response to the Discussion Draft from the WVNEC Executive Director (1998) 7(1) p. 5  

SUMMARY: Discussion Draft of Standards for Bioethics Consultation (1998) 7(1) p. 1, 4 

The Recommended Approach to Ethics Consultation (2004) 13(2) p. 1, 2 

The Role of Facts in Ethics Consultation: When People Lie (Spring 2006, p. 3, 6) 

The Son Wanted His Father “Kept alive at all costs” (Summer 2011, p. 2-3, 6) 

The Use of Moral Reasoning and Ethical theory in Ethics Consultation (1998) 7(4) p. 5 

Two Common Errors in Ethics Consultation (Spring 2009, p. 3,5) 

 

Ethics and Law 
The Relationship Between Ethics and the Law (1995) 4(3) p. 3, 4, 6 

 

Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide 
Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide (1996) 5(2) p. 1, 2 

Physician Assistance in Dying (1995) 5(3) p. 2, 3, 6 

 

Futility 
Are Futility Policies the Answer? (1994) 3(2) p. 1, 3 

 

Genetic Screening and Testing 
Ethical Issues in Genetic Screening and Testing (1995) 5(2) p. 4, 6 

 

Health Care 
The Need for Meaningful Health Care Reform: Summary of WVNEC May 2008 Symposium (Summer 2008, p. 4-5) 

Universal Access to Health Care (1993) 2(3) p. 6, 7 

 

Health Care Legislation 
Amending the WV Health Care Decisions Act (2004) 13(2) p. 6, 7  

Authority to Make Decisions about Funeral Arrangements and Cremation (2005) 14(32) p. 2, 6  

Medically Ineffective CPR Bill Advances through the Legislative Process (Winter 2006, p. 2) 

Problems with West Virginia Health Care Legislation (1998) 7(2) p. 7, 8  

Proposed Amendment to the Health Care Decisions Act (2002) 11(4) p. 2, 3  

Review of the WV Legislative Session 2002 (2002) 11(2-3) p. 1, 3  

The New WV Health Care Decisions Act (2000) 9(3) p. 1, 10 

Three Lessons from the Defeat of HB 4022 (Spring 2006, 1-2) 

West Virginia Health Care Legislation (1998) 7(2) p. 1, 8  

 

Health Care Surrogate Act 
Health Care Surrogate Act (1998) 7(2) p. 4, 5 

Health Care Surrogate Act Amended by WV Legislature (1997) 6(3) p. 5  

 

Home Health Ethics 
Ethical Decision Making in Home Health Agencies (1997) 6(2) p. 1, 4 

 

Hospice Issues 
Ethical Issues in Hospice (1997) 6(3) p. 1, 2, 3  

Hospice: It’s about living and growing! (Summer 2009, p. 4-6) 

Life’s Lessons, History of Hospice (Winter 2006, p. 3, 4) 

The Hospice Medicare Benefit: Vital to Excellent End-of-Life Care in America (2005) 14(4) p. 6, 7 

 



Inappropriate Treatment 
Responding to Religiously-Based Requests for “Inappropriate Treatment” (2005) 14(2) p. 3, 4, 5 

 

Informed Consent 
Informed Consent (2000) 9(1) p. 1, 5  

Informed Consent: A Legal Perspective (2000) 9(1) p. 5, 8  

Informed Consent and Communication (2000) 9(1) p. 7, 8 

 

Intensive Care 
Ethics versus Palliative Care Consultation in the ICU: Which One is Needed and Why? (2005) 14(2) p. 1, 2 

WV Physicians & Nurses Identify End-of-Life Barriers (2004) 13(4) p. 2, 5  

 

Living Will 
West Virginia Natural Death Act (1998) 7(2) p. 2 

 

Managed Care 
Ethical Concerns Regarding Managed Care (1994) 3(3) p. 1, 2 

 

Medical Futility 
Recent Articles Reject The Utility of The Concept of Medical Futility (1992) 1(2) p. 1, 2  

Seven Reasons for a Medical Futility Policy (2004) 13(4) p. 1, 2  

Sample Medically Ineffective Treatment Policy (2004) 13(4) p. 3, 4  

The Sad Story of S.B. 399 (2005) 14(3) p. 1, 2 

What about the “F” Word? – Conflict Over Medical Futility (Spring 2010, p.5) 

 

Medical Humanities 
Analogies and Metaphors: Medicine and the Language of the Humanities (1997) 6(3) p. 5 

Analogies and Metaphors: Parsing the Patient (1998) 7(2) p. 5 

Ethics Consultation and The Patient as Case Study (1997) 6(2) p. 5 

Poem by Joe McCabe (2000) 9(4) p. 5 

 

Medical Malpractice 
Wrongful Death: A Medical Tragedy (1996) 5(3) p. 5 

 

Medical Power of Attorney 
Authority of a Medical Power of Attorney Representative or Surrogate (2000) 9(3) p. 9  

Medical Power of Attorney Act (1998) 7(2) p. 3, 4 

The MPOA Representative’s Role in Making Funeral Arrangements: A Clarification (Spring 2006, p. 4, 6) 

 

Nursing Homes Issues 
Improving Nursing Home Care of the Dying: A Training Manual for Nursing Home Staff (2005) 14(1) p. 4 

Nursing Facility Case: No Place to Go (Summer 2009, p. 7) 

Progress in End-of-Life Care in Nursing Homes: The Expansion of the Medicare Hospice Benefit in WV (2005)14(4) p. 4, 8 

Recent Article Documents Growth in Hospice Use in WV Nursing Homes (Spring 2011, P. 5-6) 

The Nursing Home-Hospice Relationship (2005) 14(4) p. 5 

What We All Should Know about Nursing Home Ethics (1997) 6(1) p. 1, 2  

WVCEOLC Sponsors Conference to Improve Palliative Care in the Long-Term Care Setting (Spring 2006, p. 5-6) 

WV Nursing Homes with Hospice Contracts Doubled (Fall 2008, p. 5) 

 

Nutrition and Hydration 
At the End-of-Life Dehydration is a Comfort Measure (2005) 14(3) p. 4 

 

Organizational Ethics 
Organizational Ethics in Health Care (2003) 12(1) p. 2, 4 

Organizational Ethics is Here (1995) 4(4) p. 1, 2  

 

Pain Control 
Case Discussion (1999) 8(2) p. 3, 5  

Institutional Barriers to Good Pain Control (1994) 3(2) p. 5, 6  

Intractable Pain Act Passed by WV Legislature (1998) 7(2) p. 6  



Joint Policy Statement on Pain Management at the EOL (2001) 19(2-3) p. 6, 8  

Making the Grade: How do the States Rate? (Winter 2007, p. 5-6) 

Neurotoxicity, Emerging Complication of Modern Pain Management (2003) 12(1) p. 4, 5  

Pain as the Fifth Vital Sign (2001) 10(2-3) p. 3  

Pain Management at EOL (2001) 10(2-3) p. 4, 5  

Pain: The Fifth Vital Sign (1999) 8(2) p. 1, 2  

Responsible Pain Management Requires Attention to Possible Drug Abuse and Diversion (Winter 2009, p. 1, 4) 

The Culture & Tradition of Inadequate Pain Control (2004) 13(2) p. 5, 8  

West Virginia Management of Intractable Pain Act (1998) 7(2) p. 7  

West Virginia Pain Policies Among the Nation’s Best (2002) 11(1) p. 4, 5  

When and How to Use Naloxone at the End of Life – Rarely and Cautiously (2004) 13(3) p. 5, 6  

WV Receives High Marks for Pain (2004) 13(2) p. 3, 7  

WVCEOLC Addresses Pain Management Issues in WV (2005) 14(4) p. 3, 7 

 

Palliative Care 
2007 Outcomes of the West Virginia Palliative Care Network (Summer, 2008, p. 7) 

Expanding Our Mission (2001) 10(2-3) p. 1  

Hospice and Palliative Services in WV Come Together to Improve End-of-Life Care (2005) 14(1) p. 3, 6  

Latest Research: Palliative Care Lengthens Survival, Improves Quality of Life, and Decreases Cost (Summer 2010, p. 6) 

Palliative Care in Nepal and India (Spring 2006, p. 1-2) 

Palliative Care Resources (2001) 10(2-3) p. 8  

WV Palliative Care Network (2001) 10(2-3) p. 2 

 

Pediatric Palliative Care 
Pediatric Palliative Care (2003) 12(2) p. 1, 7 

Pediatric Palliative Care in WV: Bibliotheraphy Initiative (Fall 2008, p. 304) 

 

Physician Assisted Suicide 
An Update on the West Virginia Pediatric Palliative Care Network (2004) 13(3) p. 7, 8 

Case Discussion (1999) 8(2) p. 3, 5  

Supreme Court Decision on PAS Offers Health Care Professionals a Second Chance (1997) 6(4) p. 5 

Supreme Court Rules on Constitutionality of PAS: How is West Virginia Affected? (1997) 6(4) p. 4  

 

Preventive Ethics 
Restructuring Health Care To Emphasize Prevention: The Role For Preventive Ethics (1993) 2(3) p. 1, 2 

 

PSDA 
HCFA Publishes Patient Self-Determination Act Regulations (1992) 1(2) p. 5, 6 

 

Quality Improvement 
The Ethics Committee Role in Quality Improvement (1999) 8(3) p. 1, 3 

 

Research Ethics 
Research Ethics (2002) 11(1) p. 1, 3 

 

Restraints 
Ethical and Legal Issues in the Use of Restraints (1999) 8(4) p. 1, 3, 6  

Recommendations for the Use of Restraints (1999) 8(4) p. 4 

 

Rural Health Care Ethics 
Health Care Ethics in Rural Communities (1998) 7( 2) p. 1, 4 

 

Spirituality 
One Christian Physician’s Perspective on End-of-Life Care (Summer 2006, p.4, 5, 6) 

Why Should Health Care Professionals Be Interested in Spirituality? (1997) 6(1) p. 3  

 

Surrogate 
A “Job Description” for Surrogate Decision-Makers (2005) 14(4) p. 1, 2 

Authority of a Medical Power of Attorney Representative or Surrogate (2000) 9(3) p. 9  

Selection of a Surrogate (2000) 9(3) p. 7, 8  



Selection of a Surrogate (2000) 9(3) p. 7, 8  

 

Technically Advanced Medical Treatment 
The Ethics of Discontinuing High-Tech Medical Treatment (Spring 2011, p. 1-3) 

 

Tube Feeding 
The Limits of Shared Decision-Making in Feeding Tube Insertion: Important New Data (Summer 2011, p. 5) 

The NPO Order and the Patient Who Refused Tube Feedings (1996) 5(1) p. 5, 6  

The Use of a Feeding Tube in the Nursing Home Resident – Grace Evans, 1889-1991 (2005) 14(1) p. 5, 6  

Update on Feeding Tube Use: Medical, Ethical, and Legal Issues (Summer 2006, p. 1, 2, 6) 

 

Withholding and Withdrawing Life-Sustaining Treatment 
Clinical Ethics: From Theory to Practice (1992) 1(2) p. 3, 4  

Ethics Case Consultation Corner (1994) 3(3) p. 4, 5  

Commentary: “My Life Is Not Worth Living.” (1995) 4(2) p. 4, 5  

The Youngest Son Didn?t Want to Stop (1995) 4(3) p. 2  

The Youngest Son Didn?t Want to Stop (1995) 4(4) p. 5, 6 

 

WV Initiative to Improve End-of-Life Care 
An Update on the WV Initiative to Improve End-of-Life Care (1999) 8(2) p. 6 

From the West Virginia Initiative to Improve End-of-Life Care (1999) 8(3) p. 5, 6  

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Funds the WV Initiative to Improve End-of-Life Care (1999) 8(1) p. 7, 8  

West Virginia Initiative to Improve End-of-Life Care Update (200) 9(1) p. 8  

West Virginia Initiative to Improve End-of-Life Care Update (2000) 9(4) p. 4, 6 

WV Initiative to Improve End-of-Life Care Policy Task Force Reviewing WV Health Care Legislation (2000) 9(1)  p. 9  

 

WV Center for End-of-Life Care 
An Ethics and Palliative Care Perspective on the 2007 WV Legislative Session (Summer 2007, p. 4, 7) 

Center Begins Statewide Advance Care Planning Effort (2005) 14(3) p. 5  

Center for End-of-Life Care Launches New Outreach Effort (2005) 14(2) p. 7  

West Virginia Health Care Decision Week (2005) 14(1) p. 6, 7  

WV Center for End-of-Life Care Plans for the Future (2000) 13(4) p. 6 

WV e-Directive Registry: A New Important Step (Spring 2011, p. 4) 

 


